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Kyoto University KYOTO UNIVERSITY

MA TRANSCULTURAL STUDIES
IN KYOTO AND HEIDELBERG

CREATING A JOINT DEGREE PROGRAM

BJORN-OLE KAMM, GRADUATE SCHOOL OF LETTERS

Y97«

Transcultural Studies

* Dynamics of cultural exchanges
between and within Asia and Europe

* Methodological perspective
* Empirically oriented

* Peer-reviewed journal & book series

Bj6érn-Ole Kamm | kamm.bjornole.7e@kyoto-u.ac.jp
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Joint Education
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2016/1/29 Bj6érn-Ole Kamm | kamm.bjornole.7e@kyoto-u.ac.jp
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Outline JD Transcultural Studies

Scope: 5 students per partner

Requirements:
* background in humanities or social sciences - ‘

REBOXPENDORPRIESHS

* English language proficiency 90 iBT o
* host country language proficiency A1

e Full enrolment status at both universities

*mzex11M148

* One year at partner

e Joint supervision of master’s thesis

2016/1/29 Bj6érn-Ole Kamm | kamm.bjornole.7e@kyoto-u.ac.jp
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Current Status & Timeline

* Letter of Intent signed in late 2015
* Grade conversion system established

* 8 new Courses on Asian and Transcultural coutass ot ainniand
. i Transcultural Studies
Studies (CATS) since October 2015

* Pilot Phase “Introduction to Transcultural
Studies,” summer term 2016

* Establishment of new major/
accreditation in late 2016/early 2017

* First enrolments in October 2017 (HCTS),
April 2018 (Kyoto)

2016/1/29 Bj6érn-Ole Kamm | kamm.bjornole.7e@kyoto-u.ac.jp
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Courses on Asian and Transcultural Studies 2017

Foundation
1 Introduction to Transcultural Studies (Spring)
Bjorn-Ole Kamm (C-PIER), Kiyokazu Okita (Hakubi Center/Faculty of Letters), Wako Asato
(Faculty of Letters), Mitsuyo Wada-Marciano (Carleton University)
2 Introduction to Transcultural Studies Discussion Session (Spring)
Masahiro Yamada (C-PIER, KUASU), Bjorn-Ole Kamm (C-PIER)
3 Advanced English Skills for Humanities Study (Spring)
Irena Holca (Institute for Research in Humanities)

Knowledge, Belief, and Religion

4 Contemporary Japanese Philosophy Il (Spring)
Daisuke Kaida (Faculty of Letters)

5 Philosophy of Science in Japanese Context (Spring)
Tetsuji Iseda (Faculty of Letters)

6 Introduction to Japonic Languages (Spring, Fall)
Masahiro Yamada (C-PIER, KUASU)

7 The History and Culture of Kyoto (Fall)
Niels van Steenpaal (Hakubi Center/Faculty of Letters)

8 Contemporary Japanese Philosophy I (Fall)
Daisuke Kaida (Faculty of Letters)

9 Book Reading and Discussion on Japanese Thoughts and Culture (Year-long)
Atsushi Hayase (Faculty of Letters)

Society, Economy and Government
10 Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: A Labelling Approach (Spring)
Bjorn-Ole Kamm (C-PIER)
11 Gender in Japan (Spring, Fall)
Jennifer Coates (Hakubi Center/Faculty of Letters), Kimio Ito (Faculty of Letters)
12 Cross-Border Migration (Fall)
Wako Asato (Faculty of Letters)
13 Japan at Play: Cultural Orderings of Leisure and Asobi (Fall)
Bjorn-Ole Kamm (C-PIER)
14 Spatial thinking in the social sciences: on local-global and rural-urban dualities (Fall)
Joost Jongerden (Wageningen University/AGST), Bahar Simsek (Ankara University)
15 Comparative Industry Policy Studies (Fall)
Takafumi Kurosawa, Shuji Hisano (Graduate School of Economics)
16 Comparative Development Studies (Fall)
Raymond Jussaume Jr.(Michigan State University), Shuji Hisano (Graduate School of
Economics), Maria Fonte (University of Naples Federico Il)
17 Introduction to East Asian Economies (Fall)
Go Yano, Onishi, Nakano (Graduate School of Economics)
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18 Social Science Research Methods in Education (Fall)
Junko Kawai (Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences)

Visual, Media and Material Culture
19 Autobiographical prose in modern Japan: Fact, fiction, and everything in between
(Spring)
Irena Holca (Institute for Research in Humanities)
20 Contemporary Asian Cinema (Spring)
Mitsuyo Wada-Marciano (Carleton University)
21 What is "modern", "Japanese", "literature"?: Exploring Japan's modernity through
literary discourse (Fall)
Irena Holca (Institute for Research in Humanities)
22 Japanese Contemporary Popular Culture: Media Practices in a Global Context (Fall)
Bjorn-Ole Kamm (C-PIER)

Introduction

The Courses on Asian and Transcultural Studies (CATS) is an English language, research-
oriented package of courses that combines interdisciplinary education with a transregional
focus on Japan and South (East) Asia but in a global context.

This transregional outlook is based on the perspective that cultures are not contained
within ethnically closed, linguistically homogenous and territorially bounded spheres. Instead
they are constituted through transformations and entanglements that follow from contacts
and relationships between various agents, concepts and institutions. Asian and Transcultural
Studies in this understanding thus combine methodological and theoretical approaches from
a broad spectrum of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences.

The study package seeks to expand the regional and disciplinary competences students
have obtained in previous studies. All the students from Kyoto University as well as exchange
students from overseas partners are encouraged to participate in these courses. They will
acquire empirical knowledge on historical and contemporary moments of exchange as well as
on theories and methodologies to frame and analyse such processes. The courses are offered
in English and presuppose some level of academic English but are designed as a place to
further improve academic English skills in the context of content-based learning.

The 24 courses described in this catalogue range from a basic introduction to Transcultural
Studies to more specialized offerings from philosophy, cultural history, economics, linguistics,
and sociology, to name a few. Students are free to choose any single course or combinations
of courses as they prefer. In order to allow for thematic sets of courses, they are organized
along the line of three study foci, “Society, Economy and Governance” (SEG), “Knowledge,
Belief and Religion” (KBR), and “Visual, Media and Material Culture” (VMC). Each study focus
cuts across disciplines and is not confined to one region.

The CATS package is situated in the “Asian Platform for Global Sustainability and
Transcultural Studies” (AGST), which is part of the “Kyoto University — Japan Gateway Project,”
funded by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). It will
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form the backbone of a new study program, Master of Arts in Transcultural Studies, a joint
degree program of the Graduate School of Letters at Kyoto University and the Heidelberg
Centre for Transcultural Studies, Germany, to be launched in Spring 2018. Students in this this
study program will conduct their studies at both institutions to receive a single, joint diploma
after fulfilling their studies.

This joint degree program will require students at Kyoto University to have a background in
a discipline of the humanities or social sciences, fluency in academic Japanese language,
English language capabilities of TOEFL iBT 90 or above, and a basic understanding of German
(A1).
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RERSOHIBEEE U THERSNE U, Transcultural Studies (SALREIEAAZT) EULVSEX NV
(LN, Tb] &iF. B—DRKk. BE—0DS5E. EIRCXYISNZZROFPICHLIHS
NB3BEDTIESHDFRHA. SETEXROEVEDFEH), TEHIEXRELR. SEXIFFENM
BUCEMUBGREZESNCECKD, BEEX. #(EDNHDIZET. [XE] (FTESH
MO TWNBDTY, CDOKDIREZINIZICIZE. Asian and Transcultural Studies (&, AXEBIFE &
HERZ(CHITBIRLVWERIDEZEZER(C. SESERMRFELIEREREIETCVETE
ER

ARIBEH I, ZEEDHRSANCNETOFEZZBE LU TEICDIT TS, ARURER
DHF oS EF(CRAT 2B EZE. ST TV CEZHIUEYT, REPRFEDFEEDHR
SAICE. B SORBBZEEE EBIC. FOARIBBZREEITDILOBHENLUET ., B
S ED. HDIWNERRHMRICE E1ZXEITHDEHZEIN (CERDIZITTEFRL, B4 DE
BINREE2FETCHOITOLRE., BELL. DRI IHDEREFEZEENCENTEDS
TUL&LS, ABIBELHL. VAT IVIRILANILDORENZE D EZRIRICHRETHBIN
FIH. ABEHRDF B (content-based learning)TiB L. PHT WV IRKEBEBNZ=S(CH L
cEBIEHDBEUTEBFRATEDILD TR NITLET,

CDIN Ty hTRN T DRIER L. 2018 FEICHHERFED. REPRFENFEHFTRI /N
AFINIVIRERS O RAILF ATV « AT+« —X >4 — EDELTRIEHRIFMNFIN
“Master of Arts in Transcultural Studies” ({iR¥1) DEAZEIRDEDTT .. AHERFUFIRANDA
FEELITDIRBARAFZDZFEC(E. AXBRIZRVWUHESRIZZEFIFRIECFATND I L.
M DORFEBRLNLOBATES. REBEII(TOEFL BT score 90 MU _E). #IHHR R WEBH (AN ZEB
IRICEZBMFEUTKRDDIFETT,





